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Disability is part of our collective
humanity; it touches all of us.

We are thrilled to welcome you to this year's
Easterseals Disability Film Challenge Awards
Ceremony. Since its founding in 2013, the

goal of the film challenge was clear — to drive
authentic disability inclusion and representation
in entertainment, both in front of and behind
the camera. The film challenge has gone on to
become the “go-to” platform for individuals with
disabilities to tell their own unique stories while
increasing opportunities for employment.

We could not be more proud of what have been
able to accomplish together. This year alone, we
saw a record-breaking number of submissions,
with 93 film entries from the U.S. and places all
across the world including India, The Netherlands,
Ireland, Australia, Canada, and more.

More than 1,000 participants over the years

have benefited from dozens of professional
development workshops, film festival participation
and as well as access to many audition
opportunities. Most impressively, Easterseals
Disability Film Challenge winners and participants
have gone on to achieve great success within the
industry, landing roles in major television shows
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and films including New Amsterdam, Superstore, The Good Doctor, Loudermilk, Marry Me, and Moxie,
earning accolades and grants from prestigious organizations all around the world!

Over the years, the EDFC films that have been created tell stories that showcase disability in its many
forms. The EDFC has become a recognized source for new talent in the entertainment industry, with
many participants going on to build successful entertainment careers.

Thanks to widespread support from our partners in the entertainment industry and beyond, we're giving
a voice to the most under-represented minority group, and yet the largest—people with disabilities.
Together, we can change the way the world defines and views disability—and make it a more just,
inclusive, representative and equitable place.

q

Nic Novicki Mark Whitley
Founder & Director CEO
Easterseals Disability Film Challenge Eastersteals Southern California
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Nic Novicki

Nic is an actor, comedian and producer who has performed on six continents and is the 2017 recipient
of the Screen Actors Guild-American Federation of Television and Radio Artists’ Harold Russell Award
for his ongoing contributions to the overall awareness of the disability experience through the media.

As a person with a disability, Nic
launched the Disability Film Challenge
in 2013 in response to the under-
representation of talent with disabilities
both in front of and behind the camera.
Nic created the challenge to give
aspiring filmmakers the opportunity to
showcase their work and provide them
with meaningful exposure. In 2017, Nic

|\ Jjoined forces with Easterseals Southern
California—the nation’s leading nonprofit
supporting people and families with
disabilities—to expand the event, now
known as the Easterseals Disability
Film Challenge. Nic is also a board
member of Easterseals Southern
California (ESSC).

Nic has produced several feature films, television pilots and web series for companies including Sony,
CBS, Air China, Maxim and Universal. He is an active member on the Producers Guild of America’s
Diversity Committee. Nic wrote for the CBS Diversity Showcase and has also written and directed
several short films including A Little Broke, which was acquired by the TV station Shorts HD (now the
DISH Network).

His television credits include The Good Doctor, Boardwalk Empire, The Sopranos, Loudermilk, Private
Practice and Drop Dead Diva. As a stand-up comedian, Nic has performed on AXS Gotham Comedy Live
and traveled the world, including several tours through Armed Forces Entertainment, performing for
troops in Kosovo, England, Belgium, Germany, Netherlands, France. Egypt, Turkey, Jordan, Portugal

and Spain.

Nic attended Temple University's Fox School of Business, the American Academy of Dramatic Arts, the
school of Film and Television, and UCB Theatre.
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Michelle Buteau Matthew Jeffers Ryan O’Connell
Comedian and Actor Actor Actor
“Tales of the City” ‘New Amsterdam” Netflix's “Special”
“‘Marry Me"

Paul Raci Millicent Simmonds Ali Stroker
Actor Actor Actor
Academy Award Nominee ‘A Quiet Place” and "A Tony Award Winner
“‘Sound of Metal” Quiet Place Part II” ‘Oklahoma’”,

“Blue Bloods”
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Best Film

Presented by WarnerMedia

R

=y
[
]

Breaking Cody Dwarfo-psychosis Extra Special Nay Nay Too Bomb
Cody LaScala Emily Pascal Luke Terrell Marie Alyse Rodriguez

Best Director

Presented by WarnerMedia

Fodai abr lddiamaey Tonara L el

Lights Dut and
Away We Go

R

Dwarfo-psychosis Extra Special Lights Out and Nay Too Bomb
Maria DiDomenico Luke Terrell Away We Go Marie Alyse Rodriguez
Veerle Ackerstaff
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Best Actor

Presented by IMDbPro

extra.
special
Breaking Cody Dwarfo-psychosis Extra Special
Cody LaScala Pancho Moler Andy Arias

Best Editor

Presented by Adobe
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Archaic Intergalactic Breaking Cody The Home Office
Extraterrestrials Victoria Elena Nones & (The Making of
Matthew Placencia Nathaniél Siri Cartoon HR)

Dani Bowman

Nay Nay Too Bomb

Natalie Trevonne

SUPERHEROES
Grace Kelly
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Best Awareness Campaign

Presented by ViacomCBS
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Couples Therapy The Roommates So You Wanna Be Social Fitness
Melanie Rivera Jennifer Msumba an Actor Anna Pakman
Waldman Rachel Handler
Prizes

In addition to a mentoring opportunity, winners also receive these prizes:
$1,500 grants provided by Comcast NBCUniversal in addition to participation in an
exclusive and customized workshop focused on career development
Dell Technologies Dell XPS 13-inch 2-in-1 with Intel® Evo™ platform

One-year subscription to Adobe Creative Cloud the platform for creating, collaborating, and
inspiration consisting of apps, services and community to help you unleash your creativity

One-year membership to IMDbPro, the essential resource for entertainment industry
professionals, including the IMDbPro Discover tool, which empowers members to find people
based on a variety of key IMDb data, experience and expertise

The winning films will be highlighted in a video playlist on the homepage of IMDb, the world's
most popular and authoritative source for information on movies, TV shows and celebrities

Screenings at numerous Academy Award-Qualifying festivals, including the
Heartland Film Festival, HollyShorts Film Festival, Bentonville Film Festival and NewFilmmakers LA

One year membership to Film Independent
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Winners of the Easterseals Disability Film Challenge receive invaluable access to entertainment
professionals, opening the door to an industry notoriously difficult to enter, as well as a variety of other
priceless gifts to help them achieve their career goals.

Winners will meet with with leading entertainment industry professionals as mentors to get advice on
building a career in “the business”

Best Film Best Director Best Actor

Emerlynn Lampitoc Brett King Ali Stroker
Vice President Vice President Actor
Inclusion Talent & Content for Creative Programming, Tony Award Winner

Film, TV and Streaming Diversity & Inclusion

Comcast NBCUniversal Sony Pictures Entertainment

Best Editor Best Awareness Campaign
Gena Desclos Tiffany Smith Anoa’i
Senior Vice President Executive Vice President, Entertainment Diversity

Post Production, HBO and HBO Max & Inclusion, West Coast, ViacomCBS
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Our esteemed panel of film challenge judges evaluate submissions to determine the award winners.

TF.'Q’}:: "
] ey .
H -atf’;:‘. _.1?.
et b ) -
Lawrence Nicole Castro Kat Coiro Brett Greenstein
Carter-Long Managing Director, Director Director Greenstein/Daniel
Film Critic HollyShorts Film Festival “She-Hulk” “CinemAbility: The Art Casting
“Marry Me” of Inclusion”
Jim LeBrecht Sheri Linden Marc Malkin Jillian Mercado Col Needham
Director Film Critic for The Senior Culture & Events Model and Actor Founder and CEO
“Crip Camp” Hollywood Reporter Editor, Variety “The L Word: of IMDb

Generation Q"
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Mark Povinelli Richard Propes Gil Robertson Lolo Spencer Stephanie Thomas
Actor, President, Little Film Critic President of the African Actor Stylist, Author, Founder
People of America American Film Critics “Give Me Liberty” of Cur8able
Assoc.
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Mara Webster Jennifer Wilson Stacey Wilson Hunt  Danny Woodburn

Co-Founder & Head Nominations Manager, Entertainment Journalist Actor
of Programming, In Film Independent “‘Seinfeld”

Creative Company



WE ARE
THE 25%

AND WANT TO BE
100% INCLUDED

Learn more at WeAreThe25.0org

easterseals

disability services



EASTERSEALS

DISABILITY FILM
CHALLENGE AWARDS

a special thank you to our sponsors
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1 EVERYONE
‘ HAS A STORY

TO TELL

WarnerMedia is honored to support the
Easterseals Disability Film Challenge.
Congratulations to all of this year’s
filmmakers.

WarnerMedia
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
EASTERSEALS DISABILITY FILM CHALLENGE NOMINEES AND WINNERS.
CONTINUE TELLING YOUR UNIQUE AND POWERFUL STORIES!

CBS

VIACOMCBS IS PROUD TO BE A SPONSOR OF THE

EASTERSEALS DISABILITY FILM CHALLENGE AND
PARTNER OF EASTERSEALS

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

0 @CBSENTDIVERSITY

Adobe is a proud sponsor
of the 2021 Easterseals
Disability Film Challenge.

www.adobe.com

F\\ Adobe

Artwork by Kirsten Ulve




IMDhPro

The essential resource for the
entertainment industry

IMDbPro is a proud sponsor
of Easterseals Southemn
California

imdbpro.com

THEWRAP

WARMLY CONGRATULATES

ALL OF THIS YEAR'S
NOMINATED FILMMAKERS

tasterseals
Disability Film
Challenge
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IMPOSSIBLE
DOES NOT
COMPUTE.

Technology that turns
ideas into reality.

Congratulations to the winners
of the 2021 Easterseals
Disability Film Challenge. 'w

DellTechnologies.com

SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT
Congratulates the 2021

EASTERSEALS
DISABILITY FILM
CHALLENGE
NOMINEES
AND WINNERS

We applaud your
commitment to changing
how the world defines
and views disability.

We proudly support
the Easterseals Disability
Film Challenge

COMCASTABNBCUNIVERSAL

0 .
intel.
Do something
wonderful”

Congratulations to

all the Easterseals
Disability Film Challenge
nominees and winners!

© Intel Corporation. Intel, the Intel logo, and other Intel marks are trademarks of Intel Corporation
or its subsidiaries. Other names and brands may be claimed as the property of others.
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Easterseals Southern California

Mark Whitley
Chief Executive Officer

Nic Novicki
EDFC Founder and ESSC Board Member

Nancy Weintraub
Chief Development Officer

Kimberly Cohn
VP, Marketing Communications

Shelley Ginsburg-Brown
Director, Digital Marketing

Gregory Pacificar
Director, Digital Content

Norita Jaeger
Development & Campaign Manager

Pre-Show Orange Carpet

Soflya Cheyenne
Nicole Evans

Mark Whitley (ESSC)
Jeff Machle (Adobe)
Gary Moore (Dell Technologies)
Col Needham (IMDb)
Joshua Newman (Intel)

Megan Lawrence (Microsoft Teams)
Emerlynn Lampitoc (Comcast NBCUniversal)
Brett King (Sony Pictures Entertainment)
Tiffany Smith Anodi (ViacomCBS Global Inclusion)
Stacey Hoppe (WarnerMedia)

Awards Show

CJ Jones
Jillian Mercado
Michael Patrick Thornton
Lolo Spencer
Stephanie Thomas
Nancy Weintraub

Show Production

Jim Garland
Laura Krupka
Krisin Lawson
Linley Storm-Boyette
Avi Sujeeth

Kristen Barnfield
Emma Bertrand
Tiernan Bertrand-Essington
Judi Ketcik
John McCarthy
Roddy Tabatabai

Video Editing
Matt Bauer
Stephen Craig

Voice Over
Johnny Cardinale

ASL Interpreter
Sharon Pierre-Louis

Location
Studio 637

Public Relations

Andy Gelb
Elyse Weissman
Lindsey Brown-McLravy
Shawn Purdy

Graphic Design

Val Echavarria

Merri Jill Finstrom



Southern California

Easterseals is on a mission to change the way the
world defines and views disability.
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or more than 100 years, Easterseals has been an indispensable resource for individuals with
developmental disabilities and their families. Our vision is to make Southern California the most
inclusive place to live, the absolute, very best community for people with disabilities in the country.

The services provided by Easterseals Southern California (ESSC)—in Los Angeles, Orange, San

Diego, Imperial, Kern, San Bernardino, Riverside and Ventura counties—make profound and positive
differences in people’s lives every day, helping them address life's challenges and achieve personal
goals so that they can live, learn, work and play in our communities. With 2,800+ employees, 60+
service sites and hundreds of community partnership locations, ESSC assists more than 14,000 people,
providing adult/senior day services; autism therapy; child development/early education; employment
services, veteran employment support; independent living options; and more. Join us in changing the
way the world defines and views disabilities.

easterseals.com/southerncal



WE ARE THE 25%

Did you know 25% of American have a disability? That's over 61 million people who are
100% creative, passionate, determined, and proud. Just like you. We're changing the way
people see disability, and working toward a world where everyone is 100% included.

Because small actions can create big changes.

CLICK HERE TO WATCH VIDEO
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Disabilityfilmchallenge.com



