
 

2018 Mentor Meeting: David Tenenbaum & Tiffany Smith-
Anoa'i 

Easterseals Disability Film Challenge winning filmmakers are awarded mentorship 
meetings with active members of the entertainment industry as part of their prize 
package. David Tenenbaum, who won the 2018 “Best Awareness Campaign” Award for 
his film Footloose, met with Tiffany Smith-Anoa'i, VP of Entertainment Diversity & 
Communications at CBS Entertainment. 
 
Throughout her career, Tiffany has fought for underrepresented groups and their 
portrayal in the media, making her a great friend of the Easterseals Disability Film 
Challenge! 
 
About his experience, David wrote the following: 
 
“I was so pleased to see that CBS and their Entertainment Division, Inclusion & 
Communications EVP Tiffany Smith-Anoa'i are equally committed to ensuring those in 
front of and behind the camera more accurately represent our ever diverse culture and 
population. 
 
Mrs. Smith-Anoa'i is a fellow advocate, reminding writers, showrunners and Executive 
Producers at CBS of the importance of including the disabled community with a positive 
narrative.  
 
As the creative community produces more and more diverse content, I'm glad to see 
that CBS and Tiffany Smith-Anoa'i are equally committed to ensuring diversity in front of 
and behind the camera. 
 
It's inspiring to live in a time when there are so many grassroots efforts to ensure that 
rights, identity, freedom of expression and diversity in all regards are supported and 
promoted.  

The Challenge is just that, a prompt for us to reconsider how we see disability, it's a call 
to action for creatives to powerfully illustrate Maya Angelou's insight, 'I can be changed 
by what happens to me, but I refuse to be reduced by it.'  
 
Katherine Crawford, an Army veteran amputee and Tatiana Lee, born with spina bifida, 
didn't choose to be disabled, they never decided their fate, but every day, with every set 
of stairs, with every audition, with every doctor's visit, with every gaze from a passerby, 
they choose to defy stereotypes and ensure that the disabled narrative is one filled with 
inspiration and fulfillment.  

But for as much as our submission, Footloose, sought to mix liberating humor with 
insightful candor and honor the Challenge's mantra of "Celebrate, Don't Separate," I'm 
so very pleased and inspired to see CBS and Tiffany equally committed to ensuring that 



 

CBS' shows positively and accurately reflect the disabled community in front of and 
behind the camera.  
 
It's reassuring to know that Mrs. Smith-Anoa'i and CBS are working daily with writers, 
showrunners and executive producers to embrace the disabled community. Maya 
Angelou also said, ‘There is no greater agony than bearing an untold story…’ I'm 
thankful to the challenge, to the talent, the crew, the filmmakers, Easterseals and to 
CBS, for liberating many and inspiring yet more." 

Thank you, David & Tiffany, for changing the way the world defines and views disability! 


